streptolysin titre, serum proteins and electrophoresis, agglutinations (Widal and brucella groups), fibrinolytic activity, Mantoux reaction.
Treatment: For the first time in ten years lesions cleared completely when she was given dapsone in January 1968. On 50 to 100 mg daily she has remained clear of lesions over the past ten months apart from a minor relapse when dapsone was stopped for one month. The giving of dapsone was prompted by the report of Vollum (1968) concerning its effect in atypical erythema elevatum diutinum, which shows histological evidence of small vessel angiitis. (Fig 1) . There were flaccid blisters on the abdomen and a few small blisters on the ankles. Smears from these blisters and from mouth lesions showed extensive acantholysis diagnostic of pemphigus vulgaris. Professor Philip Rhodes found a normal 28-week intrauterine pregnancy and general medical examination was normal. It was decided to give sufficient prednisone to control the pemphigus.
The antenatal period was uneventful and she was admitted on July 12, 1968, at 39 weeks, in early labour. A normal class A male intant weighing 3-5 kg was born spontaneously the following day. The patient and baby were discharged on the twelfth day after a normal puerperium. Although the adrenal function of the neonate was not assessed, serum electrolytes and the clinical state were normal and there were no signs of adrenal insufficiency.
Twenty-four-hour collections of maternal urine were analysed for pregnanediol content during the last ten weeks of pregnancy (Table 1) .
Comment
Pregnanediol is a breakdown product of progesterone and its level in the maternal urine gives a measure of placental function. The maternal and feetal adrenals produce carbon 19 precursors which are aromatized to cestrogens by the placenta, so that maternal oestriol levels give an idea of the function of the placenta and also of foetal well-being. 
